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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
TRUSTEES APPROVE TUITION INCREASE,
LONG-RANGE MASTER PLAN
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton's board of trustees today approved a 6.6
percent increase in tuition, fees, room and board and endorsed the direction of a long-range master
plan.
At a news conference following the trustees' winter meeting, UD officials unveiled plans for
a $22 million science center, the keystone of a master plan developed by Woolpert Consultants.
Groundbreaking is in April. Among the nearly 30 projects proposed for UD's 110-acre campus:
•

a $12.1 million modernization of the UD Arena this year that will dramatically
improve its appearance and offer fans suites, loge seats and a new sports lounge,
among other amenities. Future plans include a sports complex on the undeveloped
land around the Arena. It's expected to feature baseball and softball stadiums,
grass practice football field, practice track and boathouse for the rowing team.

•

a Learning Living Arts Center that will house 80 students in the south student
neighborhood. Construction is expected in 2004;

•

a new visual and performing arts center;

•

renovation of and an addition to Chaminade Hall, which houses the School of
Education and Allied Professions;

•

a new or renovated physical activities center;

•

a mul~-level parking garage to ease parking shortages;

•

a small conference center;

•

a formal south entrance to campus; and

•

preservation of and new construction in the south student neighborhood.

UD's 1988 master plan guided the investment of $140 million in campus improvements in
12 years. In 1999, UD was recognized by the American Society of Landscape Architects as one of
the nation's most beautiful sites.
"We've transformed the campus in ways few thought possible," said Brother Raymond L.
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Fitz, S.M., president. "You have to have a vision that stretches you to what the campus can
become, then work relentlessly toward it."
A master planning steering committee of 25 faculty, staff and student representatives
reviewed Woolpert's 1988 Environmental Design Plan and future land-use plans with Woolpert
Consultants and Rick Perales, UD's director of facilities management. The team sought input
through interviews on campus and a Web site (www.woolpert.com/udayton).
"A master plan is a snapshot, a road map for campus development," said Mary Beth
McGrew, architect and associate partner at Woolpert Consultants. "This will help the University
of Dayton maintain a beautiful, visually unified campus."
In other action, trustees approved a 6.8 percent increase in annual tuition and fees, from
$16,850 to $18,000, and a 6.1 percent hike in room and board from $5,280 to $5,600. They voted
to increase the institutionally funded financial aid budget by $1.9 million, or 6 percent, to provide
accessibility to students from all economic backgrounds. More than 90 percent of all UD students
receive some form of financial aid in the form of scholarships, grants and loans.
On the graduate level, tuition will increase nearly 10 percent in the School of Education and
Allied Professions. The $290 per credit hour prices UD at a comparable level with state schools,
UD officials say. MBA tuition will increase 7 percent, from $481 to $515 per credit hour. Tuition
in the School of Engineering and the College of Arts and Sciences will go up 5 percent, from $453 to
$481 pet credit hour. School of Law tuition will rise 3 percent, from $21,766 to $22,419.
"UD's tuition and room and board rates fall below a number of our peer institutions in
Catholic higher education," Fitz said. "This increase will not price UD higher than comparable
institutions but will allow us to continue to support our technological infrastructure, meet rising
health care costs and work on improving faculty salaries. We've developed strategies- and a
budget- to improve diversity and provide aid to students of need."
According to the College Board, tuition rose an average 5.5 percent at private universities
and 7.7 percent at state universities last year. UD's current $16,850 tuition for undergraduates
falls below the average $17,123 charged at the nation's private universities and colleges this. year.
UD officials will use the revenue generated from the tuition increase to improve salaries
($2.8 million), bolster academic programs ($850,000), fund health care cost increases {$585,000),
support information technology ($571,000), provide athletic scholarships {$120,000) and launch a
women's center in the fall ($100,000), among other initiatives.
Enrollment signs for the fall look strong. Applications for the first-year class are running
nearly 3 percent ahead of last year and 1.6 percent over 2000's record-breaking year, according to
UD officials. Campus visits are up 6 percent, and deposits are running 30 percent higher than last
year. For the past three falls, UD has instituted a waiting list for its first-year class.
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